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Guy Vollen  
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Caroline Gilstrap 
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Smita Shah, Katie Dodds 
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Liz Bird 

Receiving Treasurer  

 
 

 
 

July 2 10:00 AM Worship; 11:15 AM Theocademy  
July 4 Independence Day Office Closed 

July 9 10:00 AM Worship; 11:15 AM Theocademy;  
  11:30 AM Brunch Bunch 
July 11 7:00 PM Committee Night 
July 13 6:30 PM Session Meeting 

July 14 Lordôs Diner  Mission Team working 
July 14 6:00 - 8:30 PM VBS 
July 15 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM VBS;  

  6:00 - 9:00 PM Congregational/Family  
  Cookout & Sômores 
July 16 8:45 AM - 9:45 AM VBS; 10:00 AM Worship 
  (VBS Sunday); 11:15 AM Theocademy 
July 17-21 Summer Band Camp at Covenant 

July 23 10:00 AM Worship;  11:15 AM Theocademy 
July 27 6:00 PM Deacons;  
  7:00 PM Pastoral Care Board  
July 30 10:00 AM Worship; 11:15 AM Theocademy  
 
 

Mission Statement 

We are called together 

 by God  

in west Wichita  

 to worship, 

 to reach out, 

 to learn,  

and to serve  

as a covenant community of faith 

 to the glory of Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
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51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent mes-
sengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but 
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John 
saw it, they said, òLord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?ó 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village.57As they were going 
along the road, someone said to him, òI will follow you wherever you go.ó 58And Jesus said to him, òFoxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.ó 59To another 
he said, òFollow me.ó But he said, òLord, first let me go and bury my father.ó 60But Jesus said to him, 
òLet the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.ó61Another said, 
òI will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.ó 62Jesus said to him, òNo one who puts a hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.ó 

This passage can be a little difficult to hear.  Frankly, there is a lot here.  But what always strikes me is how Jesus 
speaks of discipleship.  Here, this group has been traveling.  They have not been welcomed by the Samaritans and 
would just as soon destroy them as anything else.  But Jesus has other ideasñhe is completely focused on Jerusa-
lem.  Maybe that is why he takes a difficult tone.  It seems like Jesus is being a little harsh with his followers.  Cer-
tainly, burying our loved ones or saying goodbye to our family is important.  Why would he push his disciples to 
drop everything and go so quickly?  Heõs not being compassionate at all.  Thatõs not like Jesus, is it? 

I often wonder if Jesus pushed because he knew that if left up to our own devices, we would never be ready.  
Donõt we often have a tendency to put things off?  Donõt we procrastinate?  Donõt we wait for someone else to 
volunteer first?  Arenõt we saving for that òrainy dayó that never seems to come?   

Perhaps what Jesus is inviting us to do is to trust that the time has come.  Maybe the invitation is to leave our ex-
cuses behind and follow himñnot only to those places where we will be welcomed but also to those places where 
the people will not accept us.  For, there is Good News to share everywhere, not just in the places where we are 
comfortable.  We have gifts to give and not just those that we see in ourselves but also those that others recognize 
in us.   

Friends, where is Jesus calling you?  What is he calling you to do or give or be?  Letõs find out together.  Blessings 
to you on the journey of faith. 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Laura 
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